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We would like to welcome you to the first edition of the
electronic publication of the Conservation Connection. Our goal
of this newsletter is to bring multiple Conservation related organizations together to present a sneak peak of “hot topics” in
the conservation field. This publication will be provided to you
at no charge every 6 months through your email that you have
provided to one of the organizations. We see this newsletter
growing each publication with additional articles written by
joining organizations, do not pass this opportunity to keep up on
“hot topics” in your area and statewide issues.
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“We cannot accomplish all that we need to do without working together” -Bill Richardson
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Dickinson County Conservation Board

Lee Sorenson– Director
www.DickinsonCountyConservationBoard.com

Wow what an amazing past year has the Dickinson County Conservation had for some wonderful accomplishments. To start with they have had some major changes in personnel with the resignation of Rich Leopold as the Director who is now serving as a Deputy Director with the Polk County Conservation Board. That
position was filled with Lee Sorenson a past Conservation Director of Iowa County for over 14 years.
Sorenson brings his passion and goals of making the Dickinson County areas and Nature Center known
throughout the State and Region. Another loss for staff is the long time Naturalist of Barb Tagami who retired
as of June 30, 2103 who played a key role in the building and enhancing of the current nature center. Those
shoes are being filled by local resident Karess Knudtson who worked as a Naturalist for Clay County Conservation Board until she stepped down to raise children. We now have a top notch team once again with Knudtson and Charles Vigdal to provide environmental programs to the publics and schools.
We had great success over the past year with our public programs such as the Kayak Tour of 2013
where we provided 10 kayak trips to surrounding lakes for
novice to experience kayakers. Almost every week the
kayaks that we have available to us were full, but also have
a large number of people that bring their own kayaks to enjoy the day. Another great accomplishment was the new
Osprey Cam located at the nature center, we had over 8,000
unique hits on the web cam with over 40,000 hits from return visitors. Many of us watch this process from egg laying to hatching to leaving the nest what an incredible spectacle this was, please watch for the camera feed going live
in the Spring again.
Our marketing is taking a step forward and we are in the process of producing new brochures for the
Nature Center and County land, this will allow you to view what fun or adventure you can have our Dickinson
County Properties.
There is also some new things to stop out and view and play on, at the nature center the new landscape
project is complete and there is now a new back deck an amphitheater area to sit and enjoy nature. If you get
tired of sitting you are able to go out and play a round of 18 hole disc golf coarse located at Kenue Park just a
short walk from the nature center. Also are in the process of adding some new displays such as a new bee hive
display. Take a trip up to Orleans Beach and let the kids play on the newly installed playground equipment or
build sand castles on the beach or swim in Big Spirit, great area for a fun day and picnic adventure.
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Urban Conservation Update

Derek Namanny– Urban Conservationist

RainscapingIowa.org
Dickinson County Soil and Water Conservation District
The beginning of winter brings the close to yet another busy year for urban conservation within Dickinson County. Due to the hard work of multiple agencies and individuals coming together to educate the public, adapting Low Impact Development (LID) principals has become a common approach in the county. The
Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) provided cost share funds towards the construction
of 21 individual LID practices this year alone. This number does not include multiple other projects that municipalities and private landowners have completed this year without any financial assistance.
A large focus for the Dickinson SWCD and the Iowa Great Lakes Watershed Coordinator Anand Hase
this year was the planning for the Center Lake Watershed Project. In all there will be 17 LID practices installed throughout the Center Lake Watershed. These practices will capture storm water runoff from about 13 acres of
urban land. The practices to be constructed include bioretention cells, bio-swales, pervious pavers, and a storm
water wetland. Due to the increased development in the
area that is south of the Highway 9 & 71 intersection, excess storm water runoff is putting pressure on an undersized
storm sewer system that was designed before the area was
developed. Instead of the City of Spirit Lake installing a
costly new storm sewer system that would pipe water and
outlet it directly into the east end of Center Lake, they decided to install strategically placed urban practices throughout the watershed that will capture and filter storm water runoff. Construction has started this fall on a couple
of the practices with the remainder to be installed in spring of 2014.
Another large project that will be installed in early 2014 will be the construction of a large bio-swale
and dry detention pond adjacent to the north end of Emerald Hills Golf Course. The City of Arnolds Park is
partnering with the golf course to install a storm water treatment train system that will capture and filter storm
water runoff from approximately 21 acres of urban development. During rainfall events storm water runoff
will begin its treatment by flowing into the bio-swale, where any rainfall events 1.25” and smaller will be infiltrated into the ground. Once the bio-swale becomes fully saturated it will convey excess water during larger
storm events into the dry-detention pond, where it will be temporarily held before being slowly released.
These two practices will function perfectly together by allowing smaller rainfall events (where most of the
pollutants found in storm water are transported) to be absorbed into the ground, and still capture runoff during
large rainfall events to prevent any flash flooding in the area. The practices will provide water quality as well
as water quantity benefits to the Iowa Great Lakes.
Dickinson County was one of the first counties in Iowa to embrace urban conservation principals, and
continues to be an excellent example as how communities can work together toward a common goal. Incorporating and adopting urban conservation principals are and will continue to be a vital piece in the puzzle that is
better water quality for generations to come.
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Clean Water Alliance

John Wills – Clean Water Alliance Coordinator

CleanWaterAlliance.net

The Impact of the Water Quality Commission over Twelve Years
As the Clean Water Alliance Coordinator, I wear several “hats” and they sometimes get blurred into
one job. This time of the year, I am extremely busy with the Water Quality Commission part of my job.
Sometimes we in the Midwest are too hesitant about giving ourselves a compliment and that tends to keep our
good works a secret. The Commission is a significant resource for protecting West Okoboji, and the other
lakes in Dickinson County. To date, 76 projects have been funded by the Water Quality Commission; many of
which affect West Okoboji’s clean water in a positive way. The Water Quality Commission recently granted
200,000 dollars to four projects, three of which will affect West Okoboji directly.
The Water Quality Commission is an organization that was formed in 2001 where all the cities of the
county and the county itself formed a partnership with
the goal of protecting and improving our lakes by
providing grant funds to qualifying organizations. The
cities and the county each put a portion of their property
tax proceeds toward the Commission and also designate
individuals to represent them in the Commission as a
commissioner. The Commissioners have the responsibility to award the total annual contribution of $200,000
dollars according to the guidelines of within the founding bylaws of the Water Quality Commission.
Past projects the Commission has funded play a
vital role in protecting West Okoboji. Projects such as
the Okoboji View Golf Course project, the Center Lake
Low Impact Development Project, and Aquatic Invasive
Species Awareness may not have ever happened if not
for the financial assistance of the Water Quality Commission. Those projects have been vital to the continued protection of the clean water that we enjoy in West
Okoboji. These projects will stop significant amounts
of pollution from reaching the lake. The Okoboji View Golf Course Project alone will stop nearly 400 tons of
sediment each year from reaching the lake. That is equal to 31 dump trucks of sediment each year being
dumped into West Okoboji. The Water Quality Commission has assisted this project over two years at around
175,000 dollars in assistance. That money has then been used to secure matching money from other sources.
The Commission has been dynamic in bringing outside dollars into the Lakes of Dickinson County. The Water Quality Commission has granted 1.9 million dollars over the last 12 years, but more importantly the Commissions funds have brought over 19 million dollars over the same period for important projects of the lakes of
Dickinson County. The following graph and chart show the success the Water Quality has had at bringing
matching money and additional funding into the watersheds of the county.
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Iowa Great Lakes Sanitary District

Steve Anderson – Director

IowaGreatLakesSanitaryDistrict.com

Iowa Great Lakes Sanitary District Update
The Iowa Great Lakes Sanitary District works on several projects every year to reduce the possibility
of waste water impacting private property or the Iowa Great Lakes. The Sanitary District is just completing a
sewer line relocation project on the West side of West Okoboji Lake. The old pipe was under 24 homes and
showings sever signs of deterioration. Upcoming projects of the Iowa Great Lakes Sanitary District include a
full evaluation of the sewer collection system and maintenance items. The Collection System Study will be
looking at structural integrity of the collection system from pipes to manholes to lift stations. The Study will
also be looking at capacity of the collection system and identify weak areas with recommendations for improvements. This study will help the Sanitary District plan and prepare for improvements to the collection
system for the next 20 years in hopes of better protection of the Iowa Great Lakes. The Sanitary District Staff
work every year to clean and camera up to 30 miles of pipe. These inspections help determine future projects
or immediate repairs to stay ahead of major issues.
The Iowa Great Lakes Sanitary District is will be reaching a milestone in 2014, as it achieves 75 years
of operations. The operation start in November of 1939 with after the work was completed by the WPA crews
out of the Milford Camp. The WPA Project started in 1937 due to concerns of water quality of the Iowa Great
Lakes. The original system was installed mostly by hand with up to 750 men working on the project. When
started in 1937, it was the largest waste water treatment collection system project taken on in the State of Iowa. Today the District operates 64 lift stations that help pump an average of 2 million gallons of waste water
per day through over 100 miles of pipes. The Iowa Great Lakes Sanitary District has been and continues to be
a critical part of water quality protection of the Iowa Great Lakes.
To learn more about the Iowa Great Lakes Sanitary District visit our website at:
http://iowagreatlakessanitarydistrict.com/
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Iowa Lakeside Laboratory

Jane Shuttleworth – Education Coordinator

Lakesidelab.org

NEWS FROM IOWA LAKESIDE LABORATORY
Chet Rzonca, Associate Provost and Dean of Continuing Education at the University of Iowa, is
Lakeside’s acting Executive Director with the retirement of Peter Van der Linden last summer. Mr. Rzonca is
no stranger to Lakeside. He has been the overall administrator of Lakeside for the Iowa Board of Regents since
2006, and has also served as the Regents’ representative on the Friends board since that time.
Mr. Rzonca has assembled a transition team to oversee Lakeside’s academic and research programs.
Dr. Michael Lannoo, long time Lakeside faculty member and Professor of Anatomy and Cell Biology at the
Indiana University School of Medicine, has accepted a part- time position of Associate Director of Academics
and Research at Lakeside. His will assist Dr. Steve Hendrix, Lakeside’s Director of Academics and Research,
in growing Lakeside’s strong academic and research traditions. Mike has published over 100 research papers
and seven books, including “Okoboji Wetlands” (1996) and “The Iowa Lakeside Laboratory: A Century of
Discovering the Nature of Nature” (2012).
Lisa Roti, hired last spring as Lakeside’s Business Manager, accepted the opportunity to expand her
responsibilities and serves as Lakeside’s Campus Coordinator. She also serves in a part time capacity as Projects Coordinator to the Friends of Lakeside Lab, and as a former teacher, she also assists Jane Shuttleworth
with Lakeside’s pre – K education and outreach programs.
But not all is new! As indicated above, Jane Shuttleworth continues as Lakeside’s Outreach and Education Coordinator. Matt Fairchild continues as Facilities and Grounds Manager, residing on campus with his
wife Patty and their son and daughter. Dennis Heimdal continues as Water Analysis Chemist for the State Hygienic Lab at Lakeside.
We thank Peter van der Linden for his years of service to Lakeside. He cemented community relationships, further opened the campus to the public, and will be remembered for the many campus improvements he
made and the staff he assembled.
FRIENDS OF LAKESIDE LAB
The mission of the Friends of Lakeside Lab is to support Iowa Lakeside Laboratory as a community
resource for environmental education, water quality monitoring, and research.
In 2013, the Friends provided 35 college-level scholarships. Of these, five were awarded to local high school
students as part of an exciting new initiative to engage students early on in science while earning college credit. The Friends also sponsor water quality monitoring of Dickinson County lakes through the Cooperative
Lakes Monitoring Program, and support Lakeside’s public outreach programs such as the family oriented Wild
Wednesdays, Conservation Conversations, Natural History Weekend, nature camps, faculty lectures, school
year programming and more.
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Lakeside Lab Continued….

7th ANNUAL PEOPLES ART PROJECT AT LAKESIDE LAB JANUARY 25
Lakeside Lab invites you and your family to be ‘part of the art’ on January 25 during the 2014 Peoples
Art Project held during the Okoboji Winter Games! This
year’s theme is the American buffalo, scientifically known
as bison. We are looking for herds of people to join us on
the ice on West Okoboji’s Little Miller’s Bay where artistic
director Cara Gerlock will choreograph us into the shape of
a 200 foot buffalo. Photographer Judy Hemphill will fly
over in a plane and take our picture! Okoboji Milford TAG
students will serve hot soup and treats. To participate, meet
at 11:00 am at Peace Corner, located on the south west corner of Highway’s 71 and 9. A shuttle bus will take you to
the Lab. For more information, contact Jane Shuttleworth at
712/337-3669 ext 7 or lakesidejane@yahoo.com. Thanks to our sponsors the Friends of Lakeside Lab, Beck
Engineering and ArtsLIVE!
CONNECTING CHILDREN WITH NATURE
NATURE CONNECTIONS, facilitated by Iowa Lakeside Laboratory, is a collaborative of nearly a
dozen early childhood educators, professionals and naturalists dedicated to meeting children’s developmental
needs while introducing them to a life-long, meaningful relationship with nature. This year Nature Connections received a $33,000 REAP CEP grant to continue year two of “Young Investigators: Connecting Children
with Nature through Project Work”, a five-year teacher professional development project aimed at reaching
every early childhood student, teacher and administrator in Dickinson and surrounding northwest Iowa counties. To date, 17 school district teams composed of early childhood teachers, assistants and administrators
from across northwest Iowa have participated.
Teachers learn how to integrate nature inquiry and outdoor exploration into their schools and curriculum through the project approach, a child-centered teaching method that builds on children’s inherent curiosity
about the world around them. Project work is inspired by children’s interests, and nature is full of topics that
interest children! As they explore nature topic, children learn to learn, to love learning and to appreciate nature. They build vocabulary, learn how to ask questions, represent what they learn, and develop social skills.
Research also shows project work enhances mind-brain development in young children. Naturalists play a
very important role engaging both teachers and children in nature and are invited to participate in the trainings.
Teachers learn how to better integrate naturalists and other experts into their classrooms, curriculum, and field
investigations. Naturalists learn about developmentally appropriate methods for teaching young children. The
Nature Connections team thanks Charles Vigdal, Dickinson County naturalist, for his participation in Young
Investigators, and look forward to working with the new naturalist Karess Knudtson in the coming year!
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Dickinson County Trails Board

Jean Martin—Director

DickinsonCountyTrails.com

2013 projects completed
Construction was completed during 2013 on three segments of trails along Highway 86 near the West side of
West Lake Okoboji.
The first and southernmost segment starts as a street route from the Garlock Slough Trail near the Emerson
Bay Campground. It proceeds to the corner of Lighthouse Drive and Highway 86 where it becomes a dedicated trail to Edgewood Drive.
The middle segment picks up at Edgewood Drive and winds through part of Gull Point State Park, ending
near the ‘green space’ of Wahpeton Park.
The northern segment is a dedicated trail from 175th north to 170th, bypassing the Village West property.
With these three segments completed, there is only one five block section to complete the entire 20.3 mile
loop entirely around West Lake. That segment is 175th to 180th St.
These West Lake projects were funded through private funds raised mostly by property owners in the area,
along with a grant from the Okoboji Foundation, funds from the Okoboji Protective Association, a significant
contribution from the city of Wahpeton and the Trails Board.
2014 projects
Four grants have been awarded in 2013 with a fifth application submitted for a January decision.
These grant awards will allow us to pursue the following projects in 2014:
Pioneer Beach Road: A dedicated trail will be constructed on the East side of Pioneer Beach Road (252nd
Ave) from Highway 9 to the Fish Hatchery. Currently users are on the narrow road or the narrow shoulders,
both dangerous options. Orleans and Spirit Lake are widening
and reconstructing the road in 2014 and plans are for the trail to
also be built during the 2014 construction season. The trail will
connect with IGL trails at both ends.
Connection of Spine Trail on Railroad Right of Way in
Spirit Lake – Spirit Lake is reconstructing and widening 15th
Street in 2014. The current Spine Trail travels north on Peoria
past Hy-Vee and east on 15th Street to meet the Spine trail going
north toward Big Spirit Lake. When 15th Street is widened, the
trail along 15th Street will no longer be there. Construction of a
new trail along the RR ROW from Peoria to 15th will allow the
connectivity of the Spine trail to be maintained. This will be the
first trail segment on the IANW Rail bed.
Safe Routes to School – Trails Board member Yvonne Taylor worked with the City of Spirit Lake on
this project. A trail will be constructed from 36th Street to the Middle School on the west side of Hill Street.
Final purchase of the Railroad Right of Way from just west of Superior to Allendorf, and planning for
the renovation of the 11 railroad trestles and culverts to be trail ready. We can look forward to an over-43
mile Rail Trail in the future. Trail construction will take place over a number of years and is dependent on
securing grant funding.
Construction of a Trail from 175th to 180th Street along Highway 86 near the West side of West Lake
Okoboji is dependent on receipt of grant funding. This segment of trail will complete the 20.3 mile loop
around West Lake.
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Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation District
An Overview of Soil and Water Conservation in Dickinson County
By Scott Mitchell, Chairman, Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation District
It is often said that "necessity is the mother of invention." In the case
of the soil conservation movement, necessity appeared as a national
emergency in the 1930s. Improper use of farmland and overuse of
rangeland teamed up with recurring drought to produce the Dust
Bowl era. During that time, dust storms originated in the Great
Plains and swept across the nation, resulting in ruined land, dead
livestock, untold human suffering and forced abandonment of farms
by many families.
The Iowa soil conservation program was initiated in 1939 when the
Iowa General Assembly passed enabling legislation to allow soil conservation districts to organize and to provide for their administration.
Legislation of the 48th General Assembly was responsible for the Conservation Districts Law and establishment of the State Soil Conservation Committee.
Iowa has 100 soil and water conservation districts. The first district organized in 1940 was the Marion
District. Today all districts are organized on county boundaries with the exception of Pottawattamie
which is divided into two districts. The last district organized was the Howard District in Northeast Iowa
in 1952. In 1987 legislation was adopted to add "water" to the district title, creating soil and water conservation districts.
Each conservation district is governed by five commissioners who are elected in the general election.
The Dickinson Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) was established in 1944 and has been active in protecting the counties soil and water resources through cost share programs, special projects, and
advocacy.
The district has developed close ties with the Iowa Department of Agriculture Land Stewardship, Division of Soil Conservation to conduct cost share programs using state funds. Landowners from throughout
the county benefit from the cost share in developing conservation practices that protect soil and water and
continue to allow for farming activities to continue for future generations.
The Dickinson SWCD Foundation has a major fund raising event each year where it sells conservation
trees and shrubs that help to protect the water and soil in the county. The “tree sale” begins in December
and concludes in February. The money from this fund raiser help the district supports its special projects
and advocacy. The district helps fund 2 annual scholarships, helps provide educational opportunities like
the 6th grade outdoor classroom, and helps conduct soil and water stewardship week activities in the
county. If you have soil and water concerns, please let us know at 712-336-3782 ext 3 or stop by our office at 3302 18th Street, Spirit Lake, IA 51360.
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Natural Resources Conservation Service

Mark Schutt -District Conservationist

712-336-3782.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (USDA) provides technical assistance to
landowners and land users on the wise use, conservation and protection of Dickinson County’s
soil and water resources. Our office staff provide individual consultations on conservation practice planning, design and installation for reducing soil erosion, sediment delivery, and watershed
protection in Dickinson County. Our services are free of charge and we have several sources of
cost sharing funds from the state of Iowa.
Federal programs such as Environmental Quality Incentive Program, Conservation Security Program and the Wetland Reserve Program provide financial assistance to landowners and/
or land users to install or adopt conservation practices. The Wetland Reserve Program offers
landowners permanent easements that purchase cropping rights to land in exchange for restoration of land to Native prairie and wetlands. The easements are either 30 years in length or perpetual in nature with landowner retaining ownership of land for recreational use and quiet enjoyment. This program has been popular in Dickinson County and in surrounding Prairie Pothole
counties in North Central and Northwest Iowa. EQIP provides financial assistance to persons
actively engaged in Farming or ranching on land in Dickinson County.
Applications are ranked and are competitive in nature for state and local county fund annual allocations. Conservation Stewardship program is bet thought of as rewarding the top tier of
conservation farmers in the county and state. Applicants are scored for their current level of conservation application by responding to a long list of ranking questions, the greater the level of
conservation the greater the producers eligible annual payment. Eligible participants are required
to adopt one or more additional practices or conservation activities to be eligible for the program
and must continue to maintain all current practices during the contract. Funding is extremely
limited and only the highest scoring applicants are selected for the 5 year contracts.
Contact:
Mark Schutt
District Conservationist
NRCS Office
3302 18th Street
Spirit Lake, IA 51360
712-336-3782.
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