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Included in this edition:  

Dickinson County Conservation  

Iowa Department of Natural   

Resources  

Urban Conservationist  

Clean water Alliance  

Iowa Great Lakes Watershed 

Project  

National Resources               

Conservation Service  

 We would like to welcome you to the electronic publica-

tion of the Conservation Connection. Our goal of this newsletter 

is to bring multiple conservation-related organizations together 

to present a sneak peak of ñhot topicsò in the conservation field. 

This publication will be  provided to you at no charge every six 

months through your e-mail that you have provided to one of 

the organizations. We see this newsletter growing each publica-

tion with additional articles written by joining organizations, do 

not pass this opportunity to keep up on ñhot topicsò in your area 

and statewide issues. 

òWe cannot accomplish all that we need to do without working togetheró -Bill Richardson  

 

Conservation Connection Newsletter  

Iowa Great Lakes  



 

Page 2 

�'�L�F�N�L�Q�V�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���&�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���%�R�D�U�G 
Kiley Roth ï Community Relations Coordinator  

www.DickinsonCountyConservationBoard.com 

�.�D�W�L�H���3�O�X�F�N�H�U���$�U�W���(�[�K�L�E�L�W���D�W���W�K�H���1�D�W�X�U�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U 

 The reflection of a vibrant yellow kayak ripples in the calm water, while nearby a bullfrog rests on a 

boat hoist. 

 From the same vantage point, one can see a fisherman testing his luck on Lake Minnewashta and some 

red-winged blackbirds taking in the scenery from an old wire fence. 

 The view is beautiful, but 

itôs not even outside. Itôs the 

view from a bench inside the 

Dickinson County Nature Center 

in Okoboji from which you can 

see watercolor painter Anita 

ñKatieò Pluckerôs new exhibit. 

 A new exhibit space was 

erected inside the nature center 

in January, and the featured art-

ist will rotate quarterly. Water-

color artist Glenda Drennen is 

scheduled for April-June and 

photographer Dan Ruf for July-

September. 

 The new exhibit is not 

only a beautiful reflection of na-

ture, but it is yet another way to entice people to come to the nature center to see all that is offered. Perhaps 

people who love art have never been but are now excited to come by to check out the exhibit and will then 

stay to experience the rest of the environmental education inside. On the flip side, those who stop by the na-

ture center to see the exhibits will get to experience the connection between art and nature through this new 

gallery. 

 Like many environmental entities, one of the challenges the nature center faces is to not only get peo-

ple coming through its doors but to get people to come back. To do that, we are constantly trying to update 

and expand our offerings so there is always something interesting to see and do. We never want people to get 

bored and think they have seen it all. 

 In addition to the art gallery, the Dickinson County Conservation Board staff has plenty of other ideas 

for new exhibits and updates to what we offer. That includes a new display inside the front doors that will fea-

ture native birds, nests and feeders, an updated wetland, an exhibit on local trees and the creatures that live 

near or inside them. 

 A new recycling exhibit is planned as is a timeline addition to the Okoboji Osprey display. The kids 

area in the lower level of the nature center will also be revamped. 

 Each time people come inside, we hope there is something new and interesting for them to experience. 

Combining education, fun and excitement will hopefully keep people coming back and as they do, it will ful-

fill our mission of ñfostering an appreciationò for nature and all it represents. 


