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We would like to welcome you to this edition of the electronic 

publication of the Conservation Connection. Our goal of this 

newsletter is to bring multiple conservation-related organiza-

tions together to present a sneak peak of “hot topics” in the con-

servation field. This publication will be  provided to you at no 

charge every six months through your e-mail that you have pro-

vided to one of the organizations. We see this newsletter grow-

ing each publication with additional articles written by joining 

organizations. Do not pass this opportunity to keep up on “hot 

topics” in your area and statewide issues. 
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Dickinson County Conservation Board 
Lee Sorenson – Executive Director  

www.DickinsonCountyConservationBoard.com 

 The Dickinson County Conservation Board is excited to share some hot topics that are ongoing for 

those in conservation in 2014.  

 On the local level we have added some wonderful new displays including an indoor live honeybee 

hive, tallgrass prairie root display and life-size osprey nest to the nature center.  Our new beautiful outside 

deck and water feature is completed and new furniture will be added in late August.  We are also in the process 

of doing a needs assessment through Iowa State University Extension and Outreach so we are able to be on the 

forefront of what people want or need. If you want to share some ideas, you are more than welcome to fill out 

the online survey at http://dickinsoncountyiowa.org/blog/2014/06/the-dickinson-county-conservation-board-is-

seeking-input-from-the-public-about-county-parks-wildlife-areas-and-nature-programs. 

 In the land management area, we have acquired additional land that is adjacent to the Judd Wildlife ar-

ea and are in the process of purchasing what is known as the Milford Woods.  We also have entered into an 

agreement with Iowa National Heritage Foundation for a piece of ground just south of Milford along Highway 

71.  All the new areas will be open to the public and each have their own unique qualities and secret finds 

within their borders. 

 In environmental education development, our naturalists continue to work on leading the curve imple-

menting new programs that follow along the STEM guidelines that will be in place for the 2014-15 school 

year.  (The four parts of STEM have been taught separately and most of the time independent from each other 

for years. By adopting the STEM philosophy, Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics all play an 

integral part in the teaching of the whole. The science, engineering, and mathematics fields are made complete 

by the technology component that provides a creative and innovative way to problem solve and apply what has 

been learned).   Our goal is to help educators with this system and be able to utilize our professionals for con-

tinued growth in the conservation field. 

On the state level, many supporters of REAP worked diligently to attempt to get REAP funded at $25 

million for its 25 year anniversary.  Although it was unsuccessful, it provided vital information to many law-

makers and showed support for the grassroots program.  Along those same lines, along with REAP was the 

discussion of IWILL (Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy). If some of you are saying that sounds familiar it is be-

cause 63 percent of you voted to make it a constitutional amendment back in 2010.  This trust fund would pro-

vide a much-needed permanent and constitutionally-protected funding source for conserving and enhancing 

water quality and natural areas in this state, including parks, trails, fish and wildlife habitat, and agricultural 

soils. 

On the national front, where are all our honeybees going?  Well, that is a question that is now being 

asked from Pennsylvania Avenue and along with that question is a request for $50 million in funding with a 

task force to research on honey bees and to support honeybee conservation organizations.  

 As you can see, whether it is on the local, state or national level, it all comes down to one thing, and 

that is all working together for the quality of life and environment for all citizens.  What started this newsletter 

was a group of people willing to work together and share their knowledge and experiences with all of us read-

ing the Conservation Connection.  So thank you for all that participate and for everything that all of you do 

with little or no recognition.   

http://www.DickinsonCountyConservationBoard.com
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Dickinson County Board of Supervisors 

Mardi Allen — District 2 Supervisor 

DickinsonCountyIowa.org 

 
East Okoboji Beach Drainage and Roadway Construction Project 2007-2013 

 The Dickinson County Board of Supervisors and Road Department (in the persons of Mardi Allen and 

Dan Eckert) led the county on a multi-year, multi-phased project to retrofit a roadway reconstruction project 

throughout the existing subdivision of East Okoboji Beach using low-impact development practices and lake-

friendly storm-water drainage systems. This cooperative effort among Dickinson County, the Iowa Department 

of Natural Resources, the EOB Homeowners Association and urban conservationists included re-aligning 

roadways, engineering retention ponds, rain gardens and bio-swales and incorporating other low-impact devel-

opment practices to reduce nutrient and sediment pollutants flowing directly into East Okoboji Lake. 

 Funding for the ambitious project came mainly from Tax Increment Financing funds paid for by the 

landowners in EOB, approximately $3.9 million dollars of the estimated $4.1 million total project cost. Other 

sources of funding came from grants from the Water Quality Commission, Watershed Improvement Review 

Board,  the I-DNR, the EOB Homeowners Association and donated time and labor for education purposes. 

 Testing sites for rainwater runoff were set up before and after the project. The improvement in water 

quality coming off of steep hills, ravines and roadways has been dramatic. The residents overall have been co-

operative and appreciative of the improvements. Although we haven’t 

had  flooding events since its total installation, 3- and 4-inch rain events 

have been handled well according to residents who are monitoring 

them. 

 The county continues to aid in the maintenance of the installed 

practices. Most recently, the county completed purchase of four wetland 

lots not suitable for housing development to ensure that what natural 

features are already  in the 96-acre subdivision can be maintained. 

Funds for that purchase came from the State Revolving Loan Fund 

(SRF). 

 

Overall total estimated budget for entire project 

Topographic Survey:  $32,775  

Drainage Study:  $9,806.10  

Engineering (7.9) : $ 292,384.31 

Road Construction: $ 2,132,405 

Drainage (LID) Construction: $1,232,210 

Road & Drainage Contingencies & Legal (10%):  $336,462 

Total: $3,993,461 + $32,775 + $9,806.10 = $4,036,042.41 

Donated Time, Materials and Non-Governmental Financial Commitments: $24,141 

Estimated Total Budget = $4,060,183 

Rock dams at East Okoboji Beach 

http://dickinsoncountyiowa.org/
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Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Mark Schutt – District Conservationist  

Iowa NRCS/USDA Website  

 The Farm Bill rules have been issued now and the USDA is taking applications for Conservation Re-

serve Program (CRP) practices at the Farm Service Agency next door. 

 Visit with the Natural Resources Conservation Service to discuss technical program requirements in-

cluding seeding, waterway construction, buffer strip installation, wetland restoration and other practices eligi-

ble for enrollment.  The signup is continuous, and there is no deadline.  Contracts run for 10-15 years, pay an-

nual land rent, cost-share to establish grass cover, cost-share for waterway or other necessary construction and 

often sign-up incentives  

 Wetland Restoration Easements applications are taken continuously, but 2014 funds are already dedi-

cated to current applicants.  New applications received will be considered for funding in 2015, which begins 

Oct. 1, 2014, so if you are interested in a permanent easement to restore wetlands and prairie on cropland or 

pastureland, stop in and sign an application.  Staff will visit your property and develop a conservation and res-

toration plan with you.  Easements are perpetual in nature and one-time lump sum payments are based on Corn 

Suitability Ratings for cropland, while pasturelands and timber lands are paid at a much lower flat rate.  The 

easement purchases the cropping rights and requires property to remain in restored wetlands and prairie forev-

er, but you still retain ownership of the property.   

 The NRCS is emphasizing conservation planning with landowners and operators prior to signing up for 

programs.  We want to walk your farm with you and develop plans for needed conservation practice improve-

ments because they are needed, not just to apply for a program.  We want to get back to planning for your farm 

and not managing for programs.  Staff is looking forward to working with you out in the field first so when 

federal financial assistance is announced we already have your personalized plan in your file ready to install 

your needed conservation practices.  We want to address concerns that you have whether they be crop produc-

tion methods, erosion, wildlife habitat, nutrient management, animal waste storage or any other issue.  Help us 

get out in the field and away from our desks! 

 With all the torrential rainfall this year, you may rediscover gullies in your fields.  Waterways will be 

needed in many places that you previously thought you may not need.  We have assistance available to design 

them and can offer financial assistance through several available programs.   

 You may find that switching to strip till from conventional or minimum tillage eliminates the need for 

waterways as more rainfall is able to soak into the soil.  The NRCS has lots of research that shows strip till is 

the best tillage practice for developing a healthier soil.  This practice saves fuel; improves yields, soil organic 

matter and water infiltration (less ponding) and builds your soil over time.  Strip tillage allows soils to warm in 

the spring where you plant while keeping remaining soil surface covered and protected from erosion.  Come in 

and watch a video that explains the benefits of strip tillage.  We may also recommend one of your neighbors 

who is already using strip till to help you get started.  Contact Mark Schutt District Conservationist 712-336-

3782 or stop by the NRCS office at 3302 18th St., Spirit Lake, IA 51360. 

http://www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov
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Urban Conservation Update 
Derek Namanny– Urban Conservationist  

RainscapingIowa.org 

 The City of Okoboji recently put the finishing touches on a large Low Impact Development project 

retrofitting existing storm sewer infrastructure along Lakeshore Drive. The project consisted of installing eight 

bio-retention cells adjacent to storm sewer intakes that will divert runoff water into the practice versus it flow-

ing into the intake where it would be piped directly into West Lake Okoboji. The locations of these practices 

were selected in areas where storm sewer outlets were surfaced before getting to the lake, which led to the for-

mation of gullies due to the high pressure of storm water that would come out of the outlet. These practices 

have a duel benefit toward water quality by providing storm water filtering capabilities as well as providing 

soil stabilization qualities by providing a safe outlet for the runoff water. 

 As a result from the installation of these practices, as well as many other LID projects in the past, the 

City of Okoboji received an award at the 2014 Iowa Water Conference reflecting its dedication towards LID 

from the Iowa Stormwater Education Program.  The best places to catch a glimpse of these new practices 

would be to drive down Lakeshore Drive near the intersections of Park View Avenue and Hollingsworth 

Street in Okoboji.   

 The City of Lake Park has also been proactive in its approach to urban conservation within the last 

year. Along with installing the city’s first bio-retention cell near Harris-Lake Park Elementary School last 

May, the city installed a lakeshore restoration project along City Park on the east side of Silver Lake last fall. 

The shoreline of City Park that lines a portion of Silver Lake has become overgrown with trees and invasive 

weeds throughout the years. This shoreline, like many others throughout the county, was once dominated by 

deep-rooted native prairie plants that acted like an anchor holding the steep slopes of the shoreline together. 

With the suppressant of frequent prairie fires, this shoreline has become overgrown with shallow-rooted trees 

with dense shade canopies that prevent the prairie plants that require frequent sunlight from growing. In order 

to begin the restoration back to native prairie plants, the existing vegetation had to be cleared and removed. 

Instead of using traditional methods of using heavy machinery and hiring a crew to cut the trees down, the city 

enlisted the help of a herd of goats to aid in the clearing of the vegetation. Throughout the course of three days 

these goats ate all of the weedy vegetation below the trees as well as ate whatever leaves they could reach off 

of the trees. This clearing of the ground vegetation allowed the city crew to easily remove the rest of the trees 

to completely open up the shoreline. With the shoreline open the city came in and applied a native prairie seed 

mix along the shoreline followed by erosion control blankets throughout. As with most native seeding projects 

they take two- three years to become fully established, so this project will be one to watch in the years to come 

as it progresses.  

 Watching the amount of storm water runoff from recent rainfall events has served as a reminder how 

important Low Impact Developmentis in protecting water quality. As Dickinson County’s population contin-

ues to grow and more businesses open their doors, incorporating urban conservation practices and principles 

will continue to be vital for years to come. If you would like more information about the different urban prac-

tices that are out there please feel free to contact the Dickinson County Soil and Water Conservation District at 

712-336-3782 Ext.3.  

http://www.rainscapingiowa.org
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Clean Water Alliance 

John Wills – Clean Water Alliance Coordinator  

CleanWaterAlliance.net 

 This spring has been a busy season 

for constructing practices that stop pollu-

tion from reaching the lakes of Dickinson 

County.  Thus far, as of the writing of this 

article, nine Low Impact Development 

Practices have been completed or nearing 

completion on the Center Lake Project.  In 

addition, three wetlands on the north end 

of West Okoboji were restored and one 

more wetland is in the planning stages on 

East Okoboji Lake near the Fish Hatchery.   

 In regards to agricultural erosion 

reduction practices, there are three grassed 

waterways that were completed near Big 

Spirit Lake, and other practices that will 

likely not be completed this spring be-

cause of the short construction season that 

we have had.   

 Finally, this spring the Iowa DNR is finishing up with its work at the Okoboji View Golf Course and it 

will be a terrific addition to the protection plan for the Iowa Great Lakes.  A small pond will be built on Silver 

Lake this summer and will stop pollution from reaching that lake for many years.   

 These pollution reduction measures will prevent more than 650 pounds of phosphorous from reaching 

our lakes every year.  Phosphorous is the main culprit that causes heavy algae blooms that smell, look unap-

pealing for swimmers, and could cause a health risk to pets and to a certain extent – people.  It is said that one 

pound of phosphorous can grow up to 1,000 pounds of algae, and so this reduction of phosphorous each year 

equals up to 650,000 pounds of this smelly stuff.   

 The construction season last fall was short, just like this spring, but seven water and sediment control 

basins were completed in the Big Spirit Lake Watershed, and many low impact development practices were 

installed over the summer.  Due to our short “season” in construction last fall and this spring the upcoming fall 

construction season will be even more important to us.  Several more water and sediment control basins and 

grassed waterways will be constructed this upcoming fall.   

 You can go to http://cleanwateralliance.net/blog/?page_id=1029 to see an interactive map of projects 

that have been completed in the history of the Clean Water Alliance.  We are continuing to update this map at 

every opportunity and more projects are added all the time.  When you click on an icon on the map on this 

page, a description of the project, impact to the lake, partners, and if available, a picture of the project will be 

available.   

Okoboji View Golf Course 

http://cleanwateralliance.net/blog/
http://cleanwateralliance.net/blog/?page_id=1029
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Iowa Department of Naturalist Resources 

Mike Hawkins– Fisheries Biologist  

IowaDNR.gov  

Zebra Mussel Update Spring 2014 

 Invasive species are all around us.  If they weren’t such a common headline we could probably sell our 

most recent encounters with flying fish and exploding populations of razor clams to a sci-fi movie producer.  It 

isn’t a surprise that a real life aquatic invader has already been a movie star.  The invasive snakehead fish, na-

tive to Africa and Asia, has been featured in three Sci-fi Channel original pictures entitled Snakehead Terror, 

Frankenfish, and Swarm of the Snakehead.  Snakehead fish are moving rapidly across the United States.  Inva-

sive species aren’t just movie stars, they are making headlines.  From Bermese pythons in the Everglades to 

garlic mustard to Japanese beetles, the list goes on.  I did a quick Google News search this morning and found 

14,300 news articles related to invasive species.  It is a problem that isn’t going away and one that isn’t all that 

new.   

 In the Iowa Great Lakes we’ve mostly forgotten one of our most common invasive animals, the com-

mon carp.  Introduced into Iowa in the 1870s, this fish quickly spread to nearly every public water body in the 

state.  It has been responsible for contributing to poor water quality, destroying habitat, and pushing out native 

species.  The common carp was an intentional introduction as many species have been.  Not all introductions 

have turned out bad for us.  The Chinese Ringneck Pheasant is an example. 

 Our society is more mobile and our world economy brings us all closer together.  Moving plants, ani-

mals, bacteria, and viruses on our boats, ships, trains, airplanes, and even our bodies is a common occurrence.  

Experts call this rapid melding of organisms from all over the globe “species homogenization.”  Aquatic biolo-

gists refer to this mixing of plants and animals from disparate parts of the globe as one of the biggest threats to 

the health of lakes and rivers.  Exotic plants and animals are defined invasive when their presences cause harm 

to native ecosystems.  The presence of some, like common carp, may cause nearly irreparable damage in the 

lakes they colonize. 

 Zebra mussels were first found in the Iowa Great Lakes in 2012 in just a few locations in East Okoboji 

Lake and Upper Gar Lake.  By last fall they were found in most of the southern part of East Okoboji Lake, Up-

per Gar, Minnewasta, Lower Gar, and West Okoboji Lake.  We have searched hundreds of docks, hoists, and 

swim rafts following their removal in the fall to assess the most recent spread. 

 As with many invasive species, the questions arise, “How do we stop them?” or “Isn’t there something 

that can be done?” and “Why didn’t we do more?”  It is frustrating to think we found a solution for stopping 

Asian carp through physical and electric barriers but are utterly helpless as zebra mussels spread quickly 

throughout our lakes.  The difference, of course, is that although Asian carp invaded, they most likely won’t 

reproduce in the lakes. The community worked together to construct an electric barrier to keep their numbers 

low by preventing them from entering again from the Little Sioux River.  In the case of zebra mussels, once 

introduced, they generally reproduce successfully and spread rapidly.  Each female mussel can produce one 

million offspring a year.  There are no fixes to this problem. 

 Continued on following page 

 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syfy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snakehead_Terror
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankenfish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swarm_of_the_Snakehead
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Iowa Department of Naturalist Resources 
Mike Hawkins – Fisheries Biologist  

IowaDNR.gov  

Continued… 

 Zebra mussels will change our lakes in a number of ways and we can only look to other lakes across 

the Midwest as indications of what to expect.  This certainly won’t be the end of the Iowa Great Lakes.  People 

will still come to recreate, relax, and live.  We will adapt, as will the lakes.  Obviously, we’d rather not have to 

deal with this new invader, but it is here to stay.  Some of the consequences of the mussels’ colonization may 

be perceived as good, like increased water clarity.  Other impacts are not so good but are pretty well docu-

mented from other lakes they have infested.  

 Our struggles with aquatic invasive species are not over. Other invaders are on the horizon and our lo-

cal community continues to be as proactive as any place in the region.  New laws designed to slow the spread 

of these species have been passed recently because of local efforts.  Eight DNR seasonal employees and in-

terns will continue to educate boaters and perform inspections at area boat ramps this summer. 

 I would like to mention a point that is often overlooked.  One of our best weapons against any invader 

is a healthy lake.  Ecosystems with diverse and healthy native species are less susceptible to the negative im-

pacts of invading species.  Continuing to protect and improve water quality, reduce runoff pollution, and pro-

tect aquatic plants, native fish and wildlife provide the best defense against the multiple threats we face.  Inva-

sive species have one thing in common: They take advantage of openings or holes in an ecosystem.  When our 

lakes are under stress from excess soil and nutrient input, destruction of aquatic plant life, or other stresses, we 

open the door for invaders to take hold. 

 There are many questions regarding the impacts of zebra mussels.  We are working with local organi-

zations and experts to provide information for area residents.  Take time to educate yourself using trusted re-

sources. Also, lakeshore residents should be aware there are many products out there claiming to control zebra 

mussels.  Research any of these claims like you would any other product you are considering for purchase.  If 

it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.   

 Please remember:  Putting any type of chemical, pesticide, or herbicide in any of the Iowa Great Lakes 

without a permit is against the law.  Since the community’s drinking water comes directly from the lake, you 

could be impacting more than you think.     

 Please direct any questions about zebra mussels and other aquatic invasive species the Iowa DNR Fish-

eries Bureau. 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/
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Dickinson County Trails Board 

Jean Martin — Director 

DickinsonCountyTrails.com 

2014 projects 

 Construction is underway on the Pioneer Beach Road Trail, a dedicated trail on the east side of 252nd 

Avenue from Highway 9 to the Fish Hatchery. In the past, users were on the narrow road or the narrow shoul-

ders, both dangerous options.  Orleans and Spirit Lake are widening and reconstructing the road this summer, 

and the trail will be complete toward the end of the 2014 construction season. The trail will connect with Iowa 

Great Lakes trails at both ends. 

 Connection of the Spine Trail on Railroad Right of Way in Spirit Lake 

 Spirit Lake is reconstructing and widening 15th Street in 2014. The former Spine Trail link traveled 

north on Peoria past Hy-Vee and east on 15th Street to meet the Spine Trail going north toward Big Spirit 

Lake.  Construction of a new trail in an arc along the right of way from Peoria Avenue to 15th Street will allow 

the connectivity of the Spine Trail to be maintained.  This is the first trail segment on the IANW Rail bed.  The 

contractor for the new trail has been selected, and construction should be completed this season. 

 The Trails Board is receiving grants from the Okoboji Foundation and the Okoboji Yacht Club that 

will be combined with private donations for construction of the trail from 175th to 180th Street along Highway 

86 near the west side of West Lake Okoboji.  This segment of trail will complete the 20.3 mile loop around 

West Lake.  Construction is expected to begin in mid-August with final paving in spring 2015, or possibly fall 

2014, depending on the weather. 

Future Projects 

The Dickinson County Trails Board has several future projects in the planning and analysis stage.  Once plans 

are complete, the board will apply for grants to fund construction and gather donations for our local match (25

-30 percent of the total cost).    

East Lake 

 Preliminary planning is in process for two segments of trail south of Elinor Bedell State Park.   The 

first is near three subdivisions – East Okoboji Beach, Arthur Heights and East Oak Estates.  And the second is 

in the Moore Lake/Camp Foster area to connect to the trail in Arnolds Park near Bridges Bay.  At this point we 

are meeting with homeowners associations and our engineers to determine a feasible trail route. 

Northeast side of Big Spirit Lake 

 Planning is in process to extend the current trail north through the area known as Jones Pasture which 

will take the trail to the Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ Angler’s Bay Wildlife Management Area.  

Future plans also call for a trail in the beautiful Angler’s Bay area. 

Trails Fundraiser Party 

The “Summer of Love Bike Fest” Trails Fundraiser party will be Friday, June 18, at the Okoboji Classic Car 

Museum in West Okoboji.  Tickets are $100 per person and include complimentary cocktails, all the great hits 

from the 1960s and 1970s plus hip food selections from Yesterday’s.  Tickets are available by calling 712-332

-2996. 

Join the Friends of the Trail 

Please consider joining the Friends of the Trail. Details are on our website, dickinsoncountytrails.com, under 

the “donate” tab.   

http://dickinsoncountytrails.com/
dickinsoncountytrails.com
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Pheasants Forever Inc. 
Jared Elbert — Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist 

PheasantsForever.org 

The Chicks of Summer 

 No, not those kinds of chicks. I am talking about pheasant chicks. As we move through the month of 

June and into July, you may see a hen pheasant leading a tightly formed group of chicks through the grass or 

across the gravel road. But, ever wonder where they hatched or how they successfully make it to adults? 

 There are two important answers to these questions and both include high-quality, highly-diverse habi-

tat. I am talking about nesting and brood rearing covers.  

 Nesting cover is the single most important piece of the puzzle when it comes to nest success in Iowa. A 

hen will lay, on average, 12 eggs and incubate them for 23 days, only leaving once or twice per day to feed, 

making them very susceptible to the elements and predation. The only thing protecting her and her young is 

habitat.    

 In the spring, look to find a hen settling down in habitat that in-

cludes several species of native grasses and wildflowers, including a few 

of the following: Big bluestem, switch grass, black-eyed Susan, and pale 

coneflower.  The varying heights and structure of these plants provides 

excellent security from Iowa’s unpredictable weather and various preda-

tors. Another important factor is the size and shape of nesting cover.  

 Nests tend to be more successful in habitat planted in blocks ra-

ther than narrow strips or small patches. This is because predators will 

search for nests along edges or through small patches of habitat.  Remem-

ber, if it’s easy for you and your dog to hunt, it’s easy for predators to hunt.  

 Once a nest is successful and the eggs have hatched, chicks have a high demand for protein-rich food, 

specifically insects. Chicks will feed exclusively on them for the first four-six weeks, feeding constantly 

throughout the day. A hen will move the chicks into an area that has a higher diversity of wildflowers, which 

provides a variety of insects, over several months. These areas not only provide an important food source but 

also concealment from predators and space for them to move around freely. A high-quality brood rearing cover 

is a vital step in making sure they reach maturity.  Please check out this short video to see brood rearing cover 

in action.  ▶ Bird's Eye View - Pheasant Chicks - YouTube   

 Nesting and brood rearing cover are extremely important for the survival of Iowa’s pheasant popula-

tion. There are many things that a pheasant faces in its lifetime but there is one thing that can make it a little 

easier. So, the next time you see them scurry through the grass or across a gravel road, stop and think about the 

habitat that keeps them going. 

Pheasant chicks 

https://www.pheasantsforever.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=je8D0OmG7Pw
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Iowa Lakeside Laboratory  
Mike Lannoo – Lakeside Laboratory Associate Director  

Lakesidelab.org 

Exciting Summer for Lakeside Lab  

This year marks what may be the busiest summer in the history of the Iowa Lakeside Laboratory. 

Lakeside Lab would not be so successful if it were not the Friends of Lakeside Lab. The mission of the Friends 

of Lakeside Lab is to support Iowa Lakeside Laboratory as a community resource for environmental educa-

tion, water quality monitoring, and research. The friends provide college-level scholarships and support school 

year and summer programs. Without the friends, the events explained below would not be possible. 

Lakeside is partnering with Iowa Department of Natural Resources biologists in order to monitor the 

lakes for the effects of the recent zebra mussel invasion. We have also been working through a Natural Re-

sources Conservation Service grant to restore the north shoreline of Little Miller’s Bay on West Lake. A third 

team of biologists is monitoring native amphibians in 135 wetlands created through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service’s Waterfowl Production Area program. 

Our Tuesday Lecture Series will run through July 22. Biologists associated with Harvard University, 

Iowa State University, Oregon State University, the University of Wisconsin, and the University of Minnesota 

will be presenting seminars open to the public 7:30 p.m. every Tuesday evening in Mahan Hall.  

Our outreach program is thriving. Over the past nine months, Lakeside has hosted more than 1,500 kin-

dergarten-12th grade students. This summer, nature and science camps will include Watery Wonders; Tall, 

Tall Grass; Nature Play; Frog Camp; Habitat Happenings; River Camp (new); a youth writing workshop 

(new), and Aquatic Micro-Worlds (for advanced high school students). The Lakeside Treasure Hike is a great 

outdoor activity for the whole family, open every day. Wild Wednesdays, which are public programs designed 

to teach children how science is connected to everyday life, will run 7 p.m. every Wednesday evening in the 

Waitt Lab until August 6.  

The Lakeside Artists-in–Residence Program includes six artists and will run until July 20. Each artist 

will host an advertised public workshop. Lakeside will also be continuing its Writer-in-Residence program, 

with public programs listed in the summer program schedule included in this article. 

The year 2014 also marks the inauguration of Lakeside’s “Okoboji is Alive” initiative, which empha-

sizes the “silent sports” of walking, running, biking, skating, kayaking, canoeing, cross-country skiing, and 

snowshoeing. Being situated along the bike trail, Lakeside has been building its own woodland and prairie 

trails, with funding assistance from Okoboji Foundation Youth in Philanthropy, and will be featuring banners 

supporting such efforts. This initiative coincides with the arrival of RAGBRAI, where participants will ride 

through Okoboji on July 21 and 22. 

http://www.Lakesidelab.org
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The OPA: Improving Water Quality for Over 100 years  

The Okoboji Protective Association is ready for a great season with many exciting events and happen-

ings. The OPA currently has more than 40 projects, working with great organizations such as the Clean Water 

Alliance, Ducks Unlimited, East Okoboji Lakes Improvement Corps, Friends of Lakeside Lab, Iowa Environ-

mental Council, Iowa Great Lakes Association, Iowa Great Lakes Watershed, Iowa Lakeside Laboratory, 

Keep Okoboji Blue, Pheasants Forever, Protect Your Waters, Spirit Lake Improvement Association, Spirit 

Lake Protective Association and more. The projects work on monitoring the lakes for clarity and invasive spe-

cies, restoring wetlands and shelters, teaching students the importance of conservation, protecting fish, im-

proving sanitary systems, and experimenting different ways to make our water clean and healthy for many 

years to come. Visit our website for a map of our projects, www.okobojiprotectiveassociation.org  

Invasive species is a large focus of our organization again this year. Invasive species continue to enter 

our lakes, including the recent introduction of zebra mussels. Zebra mussels populate exponentially and are 

detrimental to our lakes’ aquatic environment. They are also known to clog water intake systems and their 

sharp shells make for dangerous beaches for our swimmers. There is no known effective eradication of zebra 

mussels once they have been introduced, but the OPA is supporting all local efforts for preventative measures 

and exploring new ideas and technologies. Spreading the word to stop aquatic hitchhiking and checking your 

boat before entering the lakes is how we will keep the zebra mussels and other invasive species from further 

spreading throughout our watershed.  

Our continued partnership with Keep Okoboji Blue is allowing us to support the Clean Water Concert 

taking place in the Green Space in Preservation Plaza of Arnolds Park on Aug. 9. We will have our annual 

meeting prior to the concert to connect our efforts and mission by educating the public about all of our won-

derful projects. It will be a fun night of music and information for the entire lakes community, please put it on 

your busy summer calendar and bring everyone that loves and cares about the lakes. If you love living in a 

healthy environment, join the OPA today!  

Okoboji Protection Association 
Barry Sackett – Okoboji Protective Association President  

OkobojiProtectionAssociation .org 

The OPA raised more than $100,000 to build the fish barrier at the Lower 
Gar Outlet at the Iowa Great Lake. The barrier prevents silver carp and other 

invasive fish from entering the lakes.  
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