
2026
Events 

January
8 Kenue Coffee Hour

Jones Dairy, Patrick Jones

Homeschool 
Ed-ventures
Day Camp: Muddy Boots
& Prairie Roots; $15

Nature Tots
Slithering Animals

Homeschool 
Ed-ventures
Winter Walk at
Horseshoe Bend

13

Kenue Coffee Hour
Iowa DNR, Seth Renner

Baby Biologist
Babies in Bloom

Nature Tots
Hopping Animals

Family Nature Night
Animal Babies

4

7

June

February March

April
May

Dickinson County Nature Center

(712) 336-6352
www.dickinsoncountynaturecenter.com

Registration opens at 8 AM 2 months
prior to programs

13

14

15

19

23

31

Baby Biologist
Slow and Steady

Nature Tots
Sleeping Animals

No School Day Camp 
School’s Out Nature’s In: 
K-8  gradeth

Family Nature Night
Be Like Bigfoot

Winter WIND
Women in Nature Day

3
Kenue Coffee Hour
Wetland Ecology - 
Ashley Tieden, DCCB

Baby Biologist
Eco-baby

5

11

19

27

Nature Tots
Running Animals

Nature Night Out

Homeschool 
Ed-ventures
Crafting with Critters

Family Nature Night
Love What’s Left

10 Baby Biologist
Eco-baby

5 Kenue Coffee Hour
Sanford Museum, Mark
Anderson

11 Nature Tots
Burrowing Animals

16 No School Day Camp
Outdoor Day; 4  - 8  gradeth th

19 Homeschool 
Ed-ventures
Mini Meteorologists

20 No School Day Camp
Animal Superheros: K-3rd 

27 Family Nature Night
Pesky Pests

2

8

24

30

7 Birding on the Green

13

Kenue Coffee Hour
East Okoboji Lakes
Improvement Corporation,
Steve Richards

1 Birding on the Green

4 Kenue Coffee Hour
Little Sioux Water Trail, Iowa
DNR, John Wenck

9 Baby Biologist
Crawl, Wiggle, Fly

10 Nature Explorers 
Who Left These Tracks?

17 Nature Explorers 
Who’s Making That Sound?

24 Nature Explorers 
How Can We Help the Earth?

10 Nature Tots
Wiggling Animals

1 WILD Roots 
Summer Summit at HS Bend

12 WILD Roots 
Winter Wander at Kenue Park

23 WILD Roots
Spring Soirée at Kenue Park

Regular Hours: Tues-Sat; 10 am to 4 pm

Scan QR to see
event list or register



6 Birding on the Green

8 Nature Explorers 
Whose Scat is That? 

15 Nature Explorers 
Which Animal Do These
Bones Belong To? 

6

12

5
8 Nature Tots

Singing Animals

14 Baby Biologist
Prairie Playmates

Homeschool 
Ed-ventures
Pollinator Patrol at
Horseshoe Bend

July

October

November

December

August September
2 Kenue Coffee Hour

Boernsen Bees

22 Nature Explorers 
Who Made this Home? 

29 Nature Explorers 
How Did This Seed Get Here?

3

20

12

Birding on the Green
Nature Explorers 
Whose Fur is This?

Kenue Coffee Hour
IA Great Lakes Pheasants
Forever, Mary Jo Rapp

Nature Tots
Swimming Animals

Nature Explorers 
How Do You Survive in the
Wilderness? 

3

9

11

17

14

8

25

Kenue Coffee Hour
Prescribed Fire, Tanner
Bouchard, DCCB

Baby Biologist
Make a Splash

Nature Tots
Flying Animals

Dee’s Bee &
Butterfly Festival

Birding on the Green

Homeschool 
Ed-ventures
Outdoor Skills Day

Family Nature Night
Fishing at Westport

1

15

23

14

Kenue Coffee Hour
Where Does Your Waste Go?
Steve Anderson, Sanitary
Sewer District

Nature Tots
Crawling Animals

Homeschool 
Ed-ventures
Pioneers at Pioneer Park

Family Nature Night
Howlin’ Halloween Hike:
Spooky Sidekicks

5 Kenue Coffee Hour
One-Room Schoolhouse,
Danika Cox - DCCB

10 Baby Biologist
Tiny Tracks

18 Nature Tots
Strutting Animals

13 Baby Biologist
Forest Friends

19 Homeschool 
Ed-ventures
Renewable vs. Nonrenewable

20 Family Nature Night
Mighty Oak 

3 Kenue Coffee Hour
Vacation Okoboji, Kiley
Zankowski

8 Baby Biologist
Cold Creatures

9 Nature Tots
Climbing Animals

17 Homeschool 
Ed-ventures
STEM Day

18 Family Nature Night
Grandparents Night

WILD Roots 
Final Celebration at Maser
Monarch Lodge

20



2026 
Camps

Partnership Camps

K/1st Grade Session 2
Critter Catchers

29 + 30

No School Day Camps

June Camps 
Theme: From Online to Outdoors
9 AM- 12 PM, $20 (t-shirt and 1 snack included), both
sessions are identical for each grade level, all camps are
held at the Maser Monarch Lodge unless stated
otherwise. Must register by May 11  to get a t-shirt. th

June Camps 
Theme: From Online to Outdoors
9 AM- 3 PM, $40 (includes t-shirt and 2 snacks), both
sessions are identical for each grade level, all camps are
held at the Maser Monarch Lodge unless stated
otherwise. Must register by May 11  to get a t-shirt. th

Camp Registration Opens on MARCH 2nd

July Camps - Next page >

www.dickinsoncountynaturecenter.com

Registration opens 2 months prior to No School Camps

*Register for the grade child is going into in Fall*

Jan 19 School’s Out, Nature’s In - K-8  gradeth

$15/child; sack lunch required; 2 snacks provided; not all schools are out 

Mar 16
Mar 20

Outdoor Day - 4  - 8  grade Horseshoe Bendth th

Animal Superheros - K-3  graderd

4 yr old - Pre-K/ TK Session 1 
Bricks & Branches

8 + 9

15 + 16 4 yr old - Pre-K/ TK Session 2 
Bricks & Branches

18 + 19 K/1st Grade Session 1
Critter Catchers

25 + 26

4 + 5 4 - 8  Gradeth th

Creature Crossing at Horseshoe Bend

4 - 8  Gradeth th

Timber Tatics at Horseshoe Bend
11 +12

22 + 23 2  / 3  Grade Session 1 nd rd

Naturecraft at Horseshoe Bend

2  / 3  Grade Session 2 nd rd

Naturecraft at Horseshoe Bend

June 17 

July 30 + 31

August 3 - 5

July 8 OR Wizarding Workshop Camp; 9AM - 3PM
3  - 5  grade; $20/child; Register through ISU Extension Feb. 16thrd th

Girls in STEM with Lakeside Lab & ISU Extension
Overnight camp; 9AM-9AM; 6 - 9   grade; $50/child; register through
Lakeside Lab on Feb. 1  

th th
st

DCCB/Kindermusik - “Under the Rainbow” 
9AM - 12PM; Ages 4-6; $85/child; register through Kindermusik on March 1  st



At 5 PM on the 4th Friday of the month, families can join in on a night of fun and spending quality
time with each other while in nature.

6  - 8  Gradeth th

Fins vs. Feet at Westport Park

9 AM- 12 PM, $15 (includes 1 snack), all camps will
be held in the Maser Monarch Lodge unless
otherwise stated. 

9 AM- 3 PM, $15 (2 snacks included)

PRogram descriptions
Kenue  Coffee Hour 

A free adult program held at Maser Monarch Lodge on the first Thursday of the month at 10:30 AM
unless moved for an event or holiday. No registration required.

Nature Tots
This interactive time is for children ages 2-5 and their chaperone to learn about nature! Sing, dance,
and develop foundational concepts about our environment. Preregister online under
Programs/Events tab.

On the 3rd Thursday of the month at 9:30 AM, homeschoolers, ages 5-12, can enjoy an hour and a
half of learning about wildlife and the outdoors. Preregister online under Programs/Events tab.

Homeschool Ed-ventures

Nature Explorers

Family Nature Night

Youth, ages 5-12, explore various science topics and discover the natural world in a fun, engaging way!
Occurs every Wednesday, mid-June to mid-August at 10:30 AM. Preregister online under
Programs/Events tab.

Birding on the Green
Stroll through Brooks Golf course on a cart, while in search of resident and migratory bird species.
Led by local birding expert, Don Vrchota and a Dickinson County Conservation staff member. No
registration or bird knowledge is required to join! Meet at 7 AM in the Brooks parking lot on the 1st
Monday, May - Sept.

July Camps 
Theme: Nature’s Opposites

July Camps 

Baby Biologist
This free, 30-minute program is for children under the age of 2 with an adult and held on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 10:30 AM in the nature center. Introduce your child to nature in a fun and
safe way while helping your child develop physically and cognitively.  

6 + 7 K-2  Grade Session 1nd

Night vs. Day

K-2  Grade Session 2nd

Night vs. Day9 + 10

13 + 14 4 yr old - Pre K/TK 
Wild vs. Pet

16 + 17 3 -5  Grade - Horseshoe Bendrd th

Animal Predators vs. Prey

21 6  - 8  Gradeth th

Forest vs. Prairie at Horseshoe Bend

28

WILD Roots
Teens, ages 13-18, will strengthen leadership, stewardship, and outdoor skills. Volunteer
opportunities will be available during various programming throughout the year. WILD
Roots is held on Monday’s periodically throughout the year.  

www.dickinsoncountynaturecenter.com


